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PRO] TES TATION 
OFTHE GEN ERALL 
Aſſembly of che Kirk 


of SCOTLAND, &C. 


SE Commiſſioners from Pref; 
| byteries, Burghs, and Uni- 
{ verſicies , now convened, 
| and yet fitting in a full and 
free Aſſembly of the Kirke 
of Scotland, indicted by his 
Majeſtie, and gathered toge- 
ther inthename ofthe Lord 
Teſus Chriſt, the only headand Monarch ofhis own 
Kirkez and we Noble-men, Barrons, Gentle-men, 
Miniſters, Burgeſles, and Commons, "ſubſcribers of 
the confeſſion of Faith , make it known; that where 
we his Majeſties oyall ſubjects of all degrees, conft- 
dering and taking to heart the many and. great 1nno- 
vations and corruptions lately by the Prelats and 
their adherents introduced into the doQrine; wor- 
ſhip, anddiſcipline of this Kirke, which had been 
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beforcingreatpuritie , to our unſpeakable comfort 
eſtabliſhed among us, were moved to preſent many 
carneft deſires and humble ſupplications to his ſa. 
cret Majcſtie, for granting a free generall Aſſembly, 
as the only legall and readie meaneto try theſe inno- 
vations, to purge out the corruptions , and ſertlethe 
diſorder ofthe Kirke, for thegaod of Religon, the 
honour of the King ,.and the comfort and peace of 
the Kirkand Kingdome: Ir pleaſed his gracious Ma- 
zeſtie out of his royall bountie, to direc unto this 
Kingdome, the noble and potent Lord: Tames Mar- 
ques of Hammiltoun , with Commiſſion to hear and 
redreſle the juſt grievances of the good ſubjets:who 
by many petitions and frequent conferences, being 
fully informed ofthe abſolute necefſitie of a free ge- 
nerall Aſſembly ; as the only judicatorie which had 
power to remediethoſecvils, was pleaſedto under- 
go the paines of avoyageto Enzland for preſenting 
the pitifull condition of our Kirkto his Sacred Ma- 
jeftie. And.the ſaid Commiſſioner his grace returned 
again in Auguſt laſt , with power to indictan Aﬀem- 
bly, but with the condition of ſuch. prelimitations, 
2s did both deſtroy the freedome of an Aſſembly, 
and could no wayes cure the preſent diſeaſes of this 
Kirke, which was made ſo clearly apparent to his 
Grace, that for ſatisfying the reaſonable deſires of 
the ſubjets,groaning under the wearinefle and pre- 
judices of longſome attendance , hee was again plea- 
ſed tounder-take another journey to his Majeſtie, 
aud promiſed to endeavour to obtaine a free Gene- 
rall Aſſembly , without any prelimitation , either 
of the conſtitution and members, or matters to be 
treated, or manner, ang order of proceeding: ſo that 


DECEMBER 1$, 


ifany queſtion ſhouldariſe concerning theſeparticu- 
lars (whereof the power of ruling Elders as a part of 
the conſtitution , and the examination of Epiſcopa- 
cie as a preſent queſtion to be moved, was expreſt , 
albcit now the Commiſhoner hath pretended the 
ſame for the greateſt cauſes of his riſing and away 
going from the Aſſembly ) the ſame ſhould be cog- 
_noſced, judged, and determined by the Afſembly, 
as the only judge competent. Andaccordingly by 
warrant from our ſacred Soveratgne, returned to 
this Kingdome, and in September laſt , cauſed indi& 
afree generall Aﬀſembly to be holden at Glaſgow,the 
\ 21, of November laſt, to the unfpeakable joy of all 
good ſubjes, and Chriſtian hearts, who thereby 
did expect the perfect ſatisfaction oftheir longexpe- 
Ctations;and the finall remedie of their preſſing grie- 
vances.. Buttheſe hopes were ſoone blaſted, for al. 
beitthe Aſſembly did meet and beginatthe appoint- 
ed day, and forthe ſpace of ſeven dayes fitting, was 
countenanced with his Graces perſonall prefence, 
yet his Grace did never allow any freedome to the 
Aſſembly , competentto it by theword of God,ats 
and pra&uſc of this Kirk ,and his Majeſties indiction, 
bur did labour to reſtraine the ſame during the time 
of his abode there, by proteſting againit all the as 
made therein , and againſt the conſtitutions thereof 


by ſuch members, as by all law, reaſon,and cuſtome - 


of this Kirk , wereever admitted as members conſti- 
ruents-'of our-free Aﬀemblies : and by denying his 
approbation to thethings proponed and concluded, 
though moſt clear,cuſtomable,and unconroverted.. 

And further his Grace'after the preſenting and 
reading of-his own commiſſion from our Sacred 
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Sovyeraigne, and afterhis ſeeing all our Commiſſions 
from Presbytcries, Burghs, and Univerſities, pro- 
duced and examined, and the Aſſembly conſtirute in 
all the members by unanimous conſent, did to 
our great grief, without any juſt caute or occaſion 
offered by us unexpedtedly depart;and diſchargeany 
further meeting or proceeding inthis Aſſembly, un- 
der the paine of treaſon,and after ſeven dayes ſitting, 
declareall acts made, or thereafter to be made in this 
Aſſembly, to beofno force nor ſtrength ; and that 
for ſuchcauſesas were either then expreſt verbally, 
byhis Grace,or contained in aProclamation madeby 
his Grace,at 6/aſgow, without any warrand of an. act 
of Cotincel, contrare tothe law or cuſtome of this 
Realme: wherunto weanſwe red by our proteſtation 
ofthe 29. of November ; or otherwile for ſuch rea- 
{ons aS his Grace thought meet-toalledge, which 
are {ince ſuperadded in this late Proclamation, now 
made at Edinburgh this 18. of December, wherein 
for ourgreater ſurcharge of ſorrow, we are heavily 
and wronzouſly blamed and taxed of many great 
offences. 
eAnent owr And firſtfor making Proteſtation againſt the Pro- 
Proteſtatio clamation made at Edinburgh, the 22 of September 
0s laſt, whereas our reaſons contained in that our Pro- 
teſtation are ſo forceable-and juſt, tro demonſtrate the 
neceſſitieand lawtulneſſe of our ac,that wejudge all 
good menand Chriſtians will be ſatisfied therewith, 
where-anent we remit our ſelves to our Proreſtation 
printed, and will not for ſhortnefle repeat the ſame 
reaſons here. | 
And where weare reproched and blamed in this 
new Proclamation, forguarding and watching - 
caltle 
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caſtle of Fdinburgh, and impeding toimport amuni- event our 
tion, or other neceſlaries, ts any of his Majeſties watching 


houſes, ana which is exaggeritto be withoutanex- 
ample inthe Chriſtian world,ſceing we deny thatli- 
berty to our Soveraigne , which the meaneſt of us, 
_ doaſſume to our ſelves. For anſwer hereunto, we 
confidently afirme that we are unjuſtly challenged 
of all rhe ſaid points, except for preveening dangers 
evidently threatned unto us, by circumſpec attend- 
ance about the caſtle of Edmburzh, which afcerward 
we ſhall ſhow to be warrantably done: For we de. 
clare that we haue never madethe leaſt ſtope or hin- 
derance to the importation ofany amunition, victu- 
all,or nothing whatſoever,into any other of his Ma- 
jeſtics houſes, orcaſtles, Norfor carrying all neceſſ3- 
rieſuſtentation into the caſtle of Zd:nbargh. Neither 
hathany ofus fortified, or provided any of our pri- 
vate houſes for warlike defence; ſo that all thoſe are 
heavy, andunjuſt imputations, But we'confeſſe and 
Srant, tharthere being ſome proviſionand amuniri- 
on quietly imported into this Kingdome, for furni- 
!hing the caſtle of Edinburgh, and intended fecretly 
to haue been put therein, we haue carefully preveen- 
ed the'ſame by our diligent atteadance. And that 
for ſuch reaſons, grounded upon equity, thelaw of 
nature,and municipall laws and a&s of Parliament of 
this Kingdome and the loveable example -afour pre- 
deceſfours : For the truth is that hauing'peritioned 
his Majeſtie for redrefle of our juſt grievances ,and a 
legall tryallthereof, before we receaved any anſwer 
thereunto, all poſſible meanes were uſedto diſſolve 
that union, which was made-amongſt us for that 
good cauſe,andto impedall ous mectings from delis 
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berating thereupon, wherein the Town of Edinburgh 
made a conſiderable parr , not oaly as an impo:tane 
member of this conjunction, butas a moſt commo- 
dious and ordinar place of our meetings, ſo that 
whenall other means of per{ſwaſion had failled; the 
means of terrour was not left unaſſayed: And for 
that effect a great quantity. of amunition was 
brought by ſea from forrane parts to have been clan- 
deſtinly imported intothecaſtle of Zainburgh as no 
doubt it was intended, ſeeing the ſame was unload- 
ed inthedeadtime ofthe night: And weconfidering 
that incaſe the ſame had been imported into theca- 
ſle, with other proviſion and ſtore formerly there. 
in, the ſame might have been uſed and imployed 
for the overthrow of that place , and tended to our 
great prejudice by with-drawing them , upon that 
rcrrour, and diſplaceing us from our ordinary meet- 
ings, upoatheſe reaſons and conſiderations wepre- 
veened-the.ſame by ſucha loyall wayas cannot be 
offenſive to authority: For the ſafety of the publick is 
the end of all lawfull power , and ſupreme law. Andthe 
adverſaries ofourReligion hauing formerly boaſted 
by that proviſion, ſo to furniſh the caſtle, that it 
might beat down the town of Fdinburgh,and bar 
theſupplicants from meeting therein, we had juſt 
xeaſon to hinder that fetter of ſlavery to be put upon 
_ thetown; and that the caſtle of Zainburgh which: is 
amoneſt the firſt ſtrengths of the land againſt forrane 
forces , might beturned as a ſpeciall engine of con- 
ſtraint againſt the Subjects, to hinder ther lawfull 
meetings, orto force the town of Edinburgh to lepa- 
rate from- the reſt 'ofthe ſupplicants. which great 
prejudice the law of nature reacheth us, toavoid,and 
yet 
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yet we have not proceeded therein, without the war- 
rand of the acts of Parliament. | 
\ Forfirſt where there is any violent preſumption 
of ſpoiling of the Countrey , it is ordained that the 
Lievetenant raiſe the Countrey,and paſſe to ſuch Ca- 
ſtles and Fortalices , where there is any unruly men, 
and take ſoyertie of the perſons within theſe houſes, 
that the Countrey andall the Kings Lieges bennhar- 
med, and unskaithed oftheſaids houſes, and ofthem 
whoinhabiteth the ſame from time forth; And ifany 
make difficultie to be arreſted, and finde ſovertie 
as law-will, they ſhall be ſtreinyed thereto, 7ames 
2. Parl. 2. at 3. Andtherefore now ſecing there is 
not only violent preſumption, but great minaſfiag 
from the adverſaries of the Truthand Countrey,and 
their adherents,of the breaking of the Countrey,and 
harming of the ſame; and eſpecially his Majeſties 
Lieges within Zaizuburgh, by theextraordinaric pro- 
viſion of Munition to the Caſtle of EZ4dizbargh, and 
that by the ſaids Biſhops plots from his Majeſties 
prime Officers, who in his Majeſties abſence ſhould 
preveen that inconvenient by the ordinance of that 
act: Therefore upon their default the Countrey it 
ſelfe, and the Kings Lieges,in whoſe favoures the act 
is made, may provide for their own ſafety , and keep 
themſelves unharmed by that Caſtle , or any inhabi- 
tants thereof, and ſo preveen the importation ofa 
munitionthereunto, coaforme to the ſaid at of Par- 
liament. | 
Secondly, as the Caſtle of Z4izburgh ,and certain 
other Caſtles andlands are the Kings undoubted an- 
nexed propertie, ſo itis to bee conſidered for what 
Cauſe they were annexed, by whom annexed, u = 
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what condition , and how to be diſponed upon. For 
the only cauſe expreſt in the annexation thereof, 
4 I act Iames 2. Parl, 11.1s , that the povertic of the 
Crowne, is oft-times the cauſe of the povertie ofthe 
Realme: which act maketh no 1nention that the King 
was annexer of the caſtles and lands to the Crowne, 
\ but only that by the adviſe of the full Councell of 
the Parliament it was ſo ſtatute and ordained,and ap- 
pointeth that they may not be diſponed upon, wich- 
out adviſe, deliverance, and decreet of the whole 
Parliament, for great, ſeen, and reaſonable cauſes 
of the Realme. Sothat being thus annexed to the 
Crowneby the Realme it ſelfe, for avoiding an in- 
convenient to the Realme, and being angexcd with 
conditionnot to be diſponed upon, without the ad- 
viſe and decreet of the whole Parliament, and for 
great, ſeene, and reaſonable cauſes ofthe Realme, ju- 
ſticeandequitie will require; that theſe caſtles ſhould 
not be madean inſtrument ofthe povertic and deſa- 
lation, of the capitall Towne of the Realme, and of 
the harme ofthe moſt conſiderable part of the body 
ofthe Realme there conveened , for ſupplicating his 
Majeſtic, and the Councel, and preparing overtours 
tothefuture Parliament for redrefle of our juſt grie- 
vances. But now by this extraordinarie proviſion 
to thecaſtle, being threatned with ruine andexter- 
minion, they may ſtop the mis-imploying of that 
benefit, granted by the Realme eo 4nimo & ad hunc 
finem , for the well of the Realme, while the Par- 
{liament ofthe Kingdome give their humble adviſe. 
tohis Majeſtic there-anent. 

Thirdly , by the 9: act 9. Parl. James 6. It is ac- 
knowledged that the caſtle of Edinburgh, Dumbar- 
F478. 
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rae, Stirling & Blackneſe,arc foure chief ftrengths of 
the realme, which ought tobe ſafely kept tothe kings 
behove, & well-fare of the Realme, And for keeping 
the caſtle of Edinburgh, there'is aſſigned with the 
conſent ofthe Eſtates , both money and vicuall, a 
great part wherof'is forth of the thirds of benefices, 
which thirds in December 1561. were decerned and 
ordained by Queene Marie with adviſe ofher Coun- 
cel,andothers of theNobility then preſent to be up- 
taken and imployed fortheſe two uſes, viz. Suſtain- 
ing of Miniſters, & entertaining aad ſetting forward 
the common and publick affairs of the countrey and 
common-wealth ofthe Realme: which was alſo en- 
acted, at 10. Parl, 1, 7ames 6, and thereafter ratift- 
ed act 121.Par. 12.7ames 6, whereby it doth appear, 
rhat as the caſtle is the kings undenyableanexed pro- 
perty , ſoitisalſoa ſtrength of the Realme, which 
ſhould be ſafely kept to his Majeſties behove 8 wel- 
fare of the Realme, having for the keeping thereof 
rents aſhgned wirh-conſent ofthe three eſtates ofthe 
Kingdome forth out of the thirds of benefices , eſti- 
mate by the eſtates in eum#uſum , for entertaining and 
ſetting forward the publick affaires ofthe countrey 
& common-wealth ofthe Realme. And conſequent- 
ly the moſt loyall part of the body of the Realme 
hath maine interreſt,to divert the converting of this 
ſtrength, to the weakning or ruine oftheRealme, or 
any member therof,threatned by thisunuſall provi- 
ſton, and openly denounced by our ſaid enemies. 
Fourth, by the r 25. a&t 7. Parl. /ames 6. It1s ac- 
knowledged that the Kings caſtles and ſtrengrhs are 
the keyes of the Realme: and the only uſe of keyes is 
for keeping together in ſafetie and preſervation,and 
——— *= = on 


PROTESTATION, 


not for ſpartling , diſperſing , or perdition. So that 
the Realmeand collective body thereofcan hardly be 
diſallowed for contributing their loyall endeavours 
to the good keeping of their own keyes , when con- 
trarieto the right end, theſe keyes are uſed againſtthe 
Countrey and Realme ; whereof they ſhould be, and 
are the keyes of ſaftie: as by the faid aft is declared. 
Fifthly by theſame act; all violent detainers of the 
Kings Caſtles from him,or conſtrainers ofthe Kings 
Regents to redeeme his owa houles, and all makers 
ofany ſuch bargane, merchandice, or market of the 
Kings Caſtles : are only ordained torander anddcli. 
ver againe , what they have received for reddition of 
the {aids Caſtles, and that the King ſhall have action 
for repetition thereof, as neceſſarly given for the 
time, and wrongouſly received for unlawfull cauſes. 
Andour proceedings being compared with the ſub- 
je of that act of Parliameat,cannot deſerve ſo harſh 
conſtrutions, where the beſt part ofthe bodice ofthe 
Realme being conſtrained for iademaity of their per- : 
ſons and goods, do neither take nor detaine thecaſtle, 
but only with-hold importation, firſt claadeſtinly in- 
_ tended, and thereafter openly threatned , of all kinde 
of warly and invaſive furniture : whichcould be uſe- 
Full to nopurpoſe, but to the harm andannoyance of 
thoſe who were conveened for the juft occaſions 
foreſaids, who deſerve and expect approbation and 
thanks from his Majeſtic in his own duetime,for kee- 
ping his evil counſeHours, and bad patriots , from 
putting hand inhis beſt SubjeGs. 
Sixthly,bythe 25.at Par.6.7ames 2,ſundry points 
of treaſon are enumerate : And amongſt the reſt 
one is theaſſailing without conſent of the om 
CAILES 
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caſtles or palaces, where the Kings perſon ſhall hap- 
pen to bee. And now the Kings perſon not being in 
this caſtle, but out of the countrey , and the beſt and 
moſt loyall part of his ſubje&s both for number, 
and fidelitie, imploring his Majeſties authoritie for 
convocating theeſtates,to take order withtheſe, who 
preſuming upon his Majeſtics abſence, are. bold to 
give him finiſtrous information and counſell , theſe 
who do no wayes aflaile thecaſtle, but bars theſe evil 
patriots from putting in execution their damnable 
ſuggeſtions by their ſupercherie violence and territi- 
cations from that caſtle, before the convention of 
Eſtates, cannot in law and equitie bee challenged 
in their carriage ſo neceſſarie tothem inthe interim, 


while the eſtatesconveen in a Parliament: which now. 


his Majeſtic hath been graciouſly pleaſed to pro- 
clame, 
Seventhly, itis knowaby our Chronicles and Re- 


cords,thatthe caſtle of Edinburgh was given in keep- - 


ing to the houſe of Ersbine by the King and eftates 
of Parliament, hac lege expreſſa &> conaitione , ut null; 
niſs conventut ordinum repoſcentitraderent. 

Eighthly this at is notunexampled inthe Chriſti- 
an world: buthath many preſidents both inthe hiſto- 
rie of other Kirks and Kingdomes , and of our owne, 
which hath many ſuch examples even done by the 
eſtates themſclves : whoſe fat doth make our righr, 
and whoſe authoritie is ratified conforme to the an- 
cient and loveable cuſtome, in puniſhing rebellious 
ſubjeas, and preſerving the faithfull, act, 139. 
' Parliament 8, King Tames 6. 
 Tathe nextplace we are upbraided for our meet- 
ings, whichinthe Proclamation are called Councet- 

ag as : 


Anent our 
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and alledg tables only,by that name which by ordinary expre(- 
ed Conncelt fionis due to Iudicatories : to make it beleeved , that 
4 able, 


we have arrogateto our ſelves ſome unwarrantable 
power andauthoririe ; ( which we ncither have, aor 
intends todo God willing)whereas the truth is, that 
in amatter ſo highly importing all ofus, as the pre- 
ſervationof Religion , and puritic of Gods worſhip, 
it was moſt neceſlary for us to meet, and thatina ſo- 


ber,modeſt, & quiet way, for deliberating with joint 


adviſe upon thoſe weighty bulineſles , for the good 
of the Kirk, his Majeſties honour, and peace of the 
Kingdome: And thoſe meetings did never emit nor 
tend forth any authoritative command, or injunctti- | 
0ns., -but conclude upon ſuch adviſes as might bee 
moſt expedient ,foradvancing that great buſineſle, 
and facilitating the way of ſupplication to his Majc- 
{tte,andovertours for the Aſſembly and Parliament: 
which was anadct lawfull and approveable in ir ſelte, 
albeirthe concluſions thereof did not cary the force 
or validity ofabinding law or command, which was 
never alined at nor intended, Which mcetings they 
might warrantably keep for that end,being for Gods 


:glory, andremovingthe juſt grievances of the.ſub- 


jects, nowayes prohibited by any of our municipall 
laws, which diſapproveth fuch conventions, as arc 
for diſturbance ofthe peace, oruſurpationagainſt au- 
thority, whereof neither of the two caabealledged 


- againſt theſe mectings. Not the firſt, becauſe ng,in- 


vaſion, violence, -offer of wrong, by word or dced, 


toany-perſon, no, eventothoſe upon whom they 


juſtly complaine, enſueth upon the ſame, notwith- 
ſtanding of their provocations,and their fears falſely 
Tepreſented to his Majeſty,and maliciouſly pos 
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ed for their ſtay out ofthe Countrey, Not the ſe- 
cond: becauſetheir meetings was to conſult in man- 
ner forefaid , upon the molt fitting and humble way 
of ſupplicating his Majeſtie, and for the moſt conve- 
nient propoſitions to be repreſented to his Majeſtie, 
the Parliament , and Aſſembly : All which acts are 
moſt compatible with the loyaltie and duetic of 
good ſubjects,and dono wayes intrinchuponautho- 
ritic , ſeeing they cannever bechallenged to have aſ- 
ſumed to themſelves any judiciall determination in 
any matter of ſtate civill nor eccleſtaſticall ; 'but by 
Voluntarie inſtructions and opinions, every one toa- 

nother in acommon cauſe of Religion, did reſolve 
what might be moſt conduceable to their lawful and 
juſtends. And yet thoſe conventions want not the 
warrand of law and authoritie , becauſe they conſiſt 
of the Nobilitie, Barrons, Burrows, and Miniſtery, 
which by the fundamentall laws of the land, have 

place of proponing, reaſoning , and voting in Par- 

liament and Aſſemblies, a& 113. King 7ames the 6. 
Parl. 11. wherein is acknowledged that it is neceſlar 
tothe King and his Eſtates, to be truely informed of 
theneeds and cauſes pertaining to his loving Sub- 
jets in all eſtates; and therfore ratifieth the act made 
by King Iames 1, 470 1427, Giving power to Bar- 
rons, to propone all and ſundrie needs and cauſes. 

and to hear, treat, and determine all cauſes to be pro- 

poned in Parliament;which neceflary and:true infor- 

mation cannot bee made to his Majeſtie and Eſtates, 

without privie meeting and conſultation : and con- 
ſequently irþeing granted to them, to informe the 
King and Eſtates, and to propone, hear, treat , and 
finally determine all needs and cauſes to be pro —_ 
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ed in Parliament , there muſt bee neceflarly under- 

ſtood to bee a ſufficient power granted to them for 

meeting and adviſing upon that information: 9u44 

aliquo conceſio , omnia conceſſa videntur , fine quibus 

conceſſum expeairinequit, And as to the Miniſters they 

have likewiſe power granted to them , not only by 
the word of God, and conſtitutions of the Kirk, but 
by the King and laws of this Land, to propone, rea- 
ſon, and voteia Aſſemblies, and by the ſame parity 
of reaſon to keep preceeding meetings , not to deter; 
minate or execute, but to conſult upon their neceſſa- 
rie propoſitions ; ſo that theſe lawfull meetings for 
the religious end, ſuffer wrongouſly the invidious 
deſignation of councel-rables:which is only done for 
procuring miſconſtruction againſt them ; Becauſe at 
theſe meetingsand conſultations, they fate abour a 
table, which poſtureis no wayes prejudiciall to au- 
thoritie, the meaneſt of mechanick crafts having 
their owne tables where-abour they fit , when they 

conſult upon the ſmalleſt buſineſlſe importing their 
trade. And further , theſe ſame meetings conſiſting 
of Commiſſioners from each Sherifedomeand body 
ofthis Eſtate , wereallowed by his Majeſties Coun- 
cel firſt., and thereafter by the Commiſhoner his 
grace: In ſo faras the whole ſubjects of this King- 
dome out of their reſentment of the weight of this 
cauſe, having numerouſly conveened at Edinburgh, 

from all the parts of the Kingdome, that confluence 
of people, was defired to be diſlolyed, and directed 
to make chooſe forth a great number of ſome Com- 
miſſioners from each Shyre , who might meet to re. 
preſent their juſt grieyances.,, and deſires and attend 


theanſwers thereof. a 
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The third particular challenge inthe Proclamati- 4,4, ,,,,. 
on, is fortheillegall and unformall courſe raken 12 zwerbers of 
the eletion of Commiſſioners to the Aſſembly, the «4/7m. 


whereof ſome are alledged to have becn under the 97 «ledge4 
to bee uuder 


cenſure of this Kirke, ſome under the cenſure of 
the Kirke of 7relazd, ſome baniſhed for reaching 
againſt Monarchic, others being. ſuſpended; ſome 
admitted to the Miniſterie coatrare to the laws of 
this Kingdome, others at the horne, ſome contyaed, 
and all by oath bound to the overthrow of Epiſco- 
pacie; whereuntoal:hough no anſwer be requiſite, 
ſecingtheperſons thereby meaned,arc nor ſp:c:ally 
condeſcended upon; yet for clearingall mens minds, 
and ſhowing the warrantableneſſe of our procee- 
dings, it is of truththatrh? Aſſembly: after parti- 
cular tryall which they tooke apon-ſomeFfuch lur- 
miles, could no: findeany cenſured by the Kirk? of 
Scotland, or Ireland, by 2lawfiillmanner, ina law- 
full judicatorie , or for a lawfull cauſe: Bar on the 
contrarie,the Aſſembly aftercarcfull ſcarchingaad 
examination, found that any:cenſure inflicted upon 
any oftheſe perſons in Scotland was only by abiſhop 
( who ought to bee puniſhed fortaking arroganily 
on him thename ofthe Kirke of: Scotland: and that 
without the adviſe of any Presbyrerie,, but ſicting in 
his high commiſſion { which was.condemned by the 
lawsof this Kirke and Kingdome, is diſcharged by 


cenſure, 


the Kings proclamation,isane ofour juſt grievances, | 


anda:part of the Biſhops dittay y and that only for 
refuſing the jnnovations andcotruptions abjured by 
the confeſſion of Faith 15 $0. For the cenſure of che 
Kirke of Treland, it was not notified to the Aﬀſemoly 
by any ſuch objection va yerourt of their zcal and 
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care to. ſacisfic all theſe misinformations whereof 
they heard ſome whiſperings, they found after try- 
all , thar theſe cenſures inflited were for the ſame 
cauſes forefaids, and yet could not milirate out-with 
the bounds of that Dyocie where they were cenſur- 
ed in their own law and practick, and none ofthem 
were ever baniſhed for any caulz , Ictbe for thar 0g1- 
ous cauſe pretended in the Proclamation: wherein 
the mention of horning againſt ſome ofthe Com- 
miſſioners could not be a lawfull exception againſt 
them, becauſe horning” can neither take away their 
Miniſteriall function, nor deprive the Presbyteries 
of thcir voice by their Commiſſioners: But in ſpeci- 
all this horning againſt the Commiſſtoners to the 
Aſſembly cannortbe reſpe&ed;becauſeirt was done in 
Ediaburghupon a ſuddentie(upon what intention,we 
permitevery one to conſider ) after all the members 
ofthe Afſembly.were gone to G/aſ7ow, and yet Pro- 
cſtation was taken againſt the ſame, and ſuſpenſ- 
on .craved_upon the: reall offer of confignation, 
which, contrare tothe common law and practiſe of 
this Kingdome, was unexampled!yretaſed , and pu. 
blick inftruments taken thereupoa: All which ob- 
je&tions are only now remembred to. blemifh the 
proceedings of this Afſembly, but were never urged 
nor proponed in the Aſſembly, bution the contrare, 
the Commiſſioners of all- perſons were produced, 
examined, diſcufled , 'and- approven in my Lord 
Commiſſioners own audience, without any coatrare 
voice of the Aſſembly:And yetupontheſe challeng- 
es much is builtagainſtrhe Aflembly , andthe ſame 
are aggravate from a preceeding oath , whereby'it is 
aitedged that the Comyniſſoners were bount:'to 
Wo Boi 2 oe ns overthrow 
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overthrow Epiſcopall government, which is of the 
ſame ſtamp and metrall with the reſt:for the truth is, 
that there was never any oath given,norexacted,but 
thar which is contained in the Covenant, whereby 
all was abjured, only in generall , which was con- 
trareto the confeſhion of Faith x 580. leaving to the 
tryall & de:iermination of the Afſembly,wherher E- 
piſcopacie, and ſume other innovations were repug- 
nant to the ſaid confeſfionor not, And ar the beſt it 
tsa badinference, that one who hath maintained or- 
thodox opinions, and preached againſt herefte, and 
etronr, may notinthe lawfull judicarorie voice for 
condemaation of theſe errours. And as for the cle- 
Aion of Moderatours , admiſſion of Miniſters by 
Presbyteries, and reſtitution of Elders : The ſame 
needeth no anſwer in this place, being ſufficiently 
clearedby us before, in our anſwers tothe eleventh 
article exhibite unto us by the CommilSioner his 
Grace; Which anſwers were ſo ſatisfaorie, that af- 
ter the recept of the ſame, his Grace promiſed to pro- 
cure afree generall Aﬀembly , with power to deter- 
mineupon all queſtions anent members, matter, and 
manner ofproceeding. And are further cleared 1n the 
book of Policie, and other a&salready cited in our 
particular anſwer to the Declinatourof this Aſſem- 
bly produced by the Biſhops : All which is appro- 
ven by this generall Afſembly,and all acts carrying 
appearance of the contrarietie thereto upon unde- 
nyable grounds, aredeclared to be null ab initio, 
Thefourth a&t rubed uponus to our prejudice by 
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the Proclamation, is the ſending from the tables of freties 


inſtructions, whereof the heads are ſummarly ex- 
preſt , which his Graceindeed didſhow to the Al- 
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fembly., and thenthe members of the Aſſembly dez 
clared'thar neither of theſe papers were ever ſent 
from the meetings at Edinbargh to any man in their 
knowledge, and yet for the firſt ( which poſſibly 
mi2ht have been ſome priyatedirection of one friend 
to ano: her , without common adviſe) It doth not 
containe any thing offenſive or partial: For the phraſe 
of loſing of our Chriſtian and civill libertte , might 
be warrantably expreſt in relation to our former 
bondage and {laverie, under the prelates tyranizing 
in their high Commiſſion , whereby moſt ſummarly 
at their own pleaſure they deprived, fined, and con- 
fincd all perſons and profeſſours , with ſuch an high 
hand as junly we mighraffc& deliverance from that 
ſervicude, which was likely more to enterefſe by the 
unlimired power uſurped in their Canons: So that 
the deſire of this libertie cannot be judged an affeta- 
tion of licentious living, without ſubjectionto law- 
full authoritie. which in our ſolemne Covenant with 
God, we have ſworne to maintaine, And as for the 
other paper , theſameis the forgerie of our enemies 
preſcnted tothe Commſlioner his Grace, of delibe- 
rate purpoſeto make apretext for diſcharge of the 
Aſſembly, which we are ſorie, was ſo readily em- 
braced , notwithſtanding , that when the ſame was 
produced by the Commiſſioner , the ſame was not 
only cleared to bee no draught fent by publicke 
adviſe, but the members of the Aſſembly, and even 
thoſe whom his Grace moſt ſuſpe&ed ,'denyed the 
fame, and offered tocontroll it by production of the 
true paper of their inſtruRions, altogether diſagree- 
ing from that other, produced by the Commiſſio- 
aer, exceptinthe twopoints following , — 

een 
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been craftily intermixed withthe faids untruths, to- 
vivethem ſome countenance of probabilitie. Like 
as they profeſſed ro his Grace, upoatheir oat, that 
they had never ſcen the ſame before, nor ever read 
any ofthe articles therein contained inany other paz 
per,except the fourth and the eighth articles, where- 
of the fourth, was for eſchewing as faras might be, 
Chapel-men, Chapter-men , and Miniſters Iuſtices 
of peace, from being choſen Commilsioners to the 
Aſſembly: which was ſo reaſonabl-,that none could 
be offended therear, becauſe Chapel-men hadappro- 
ven,and without warrand of this Kirke, practiſed the 
innovations introduced of late ; the Chapter-men 
had practiſed the book of ardination,and(contrareto 
the acts of the Kirkc,diſcharging Chapters,and their 
election of Biſhops 1578 ) had approvea the corrup- 
tions of Kirk government, and Miniſters Tuſtices of 
peace , had likewiſe accepted that civill office upon 
them, whereupon they were promoved for the moſt 
part as creatures, and dependers of Biſhops. And 
the eighth wherein ſome are defired to ſtudic the 
points which werelikely to beagirate inthe Afſem- 
bly, as de Epiſcopatn , de ſenioribus, and among other 
points,de poteZtate ſuprem: Maziſtratus in Eccleſiaſtices,, 
preſertim in convocandis conciliis, wherat none cantake 
zuſtexception, becauſeir was the dutie ofevery mem- 
ber of that Afſembly to inſtruct and cnable themſel- 
ves for agitating every point , which might occure 
to beſpoken of there by any, or been proponed by 
theDoctors of Aberdene,who were expected there & 
commanded to ſtudy theſe points:So that this ought 
not tobe wreſted to their prejudicc,fecing it was in- 
cumbenttotheAtumbly to kaow theprecinet of the | 
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Kirks juriſdiction, eſpecially anent their own Af 
ſemblies, and to diſtinguiſh it from the civill juri{di- 
Rion of the ſupreme Magiſtrate, givingto G O D 
what is GODS, and to Ceſar what is Celſars ; 
wherby the ſoveraigne Magiſtrate hath no prejudice, 
but great benefice , to know the extent of his power 
in matters Ecclcſtaſticall , leſt either he ſhould come 
ſhort of what is duc to him , orfor waat of true in- 
formation, incroach upon the liberties of Chriſts 
Kirk: whercby iris moſt evident thatno indired& nor 
partial! courſes, nor dangerous propoſitions have 
been uſed in the preparations and elections to this 
Aſſembly , but{uchas are moſtlegall, peaceable,or- 
dinar., and warrantablc, b : 
eArzert ow Jo the nextplace the Proclamation chargeth our 
gomg rw innocencie for repairing to the Aſſembly with great 
Gla/z-0w troups andbands of men bodden in fearofwar, and 
witbaledg- furniſhed with forbidden armes, in contempt of 
ed nunbcrs : : # : Pe ee 
& weapons, Preceeding Proclamation: whereas the rruth is, that 
* _ eurgoing and repairing to Glaſgow was in the moſt 
peaccable,, quiet, and fingle way which might ſerve 
for our ſecuritie and indemnitic againſt ſundrie out- 
laws, Clangrezors, and thcir followers , who ſhortly 
beforethe meeting of the Aſſembly , had done ſun- 
drie outrages, and committed many in{olences upon 
the Kings good Subjects in thele Weſterne parts, 
both to private men, whom by their number they 
mightiaforce, and by exacting moneys at publick 
mercats near Glaſzow, whereofmany were advertiſed 
by their private friends from thoſe places , and to 
come thither prepared, for eviting all aftronts, or ha- 
zard, which they mightincurre by that raſcally mul- 
eitude : So that being firmely reſolved of before to 
20 
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0 thither, every oneaccompanied with his own or- 
dinarie private traine , we yetcontinued in that reſo- 
lution , and went thither in moſt ſober and quiet 
way, only with this change, that for preveening that 
hazard, we went not every manalone with his own 
ordinar ſervants, but ſome few together went in 
companie, which is not only ordinary in going out 
the way ; but was moſt exp<dientat that time; for a- 
voiding the forcſaid hazard and prejudice : which 
moved usall,ſ{oro carry-with us ſome offeaſtve wea- 
pons wherewith not only theſe rebels were provid- 
ed, bur likewiſc ſuch who went to Glaſzow with - 
his Majeſties Commiſſioner : who upon that ſame 
neceſſitie were likewiſe provided with thoſe prohi- 
bited weapons, & yet their carriage nothing thought 
to deboire from the duety of good Subjects. Up- 
on theſe reaſons ſome of the ſupplicants being pre- 
ſent in Edinburgh at the making of the ſaid Procla- 
mation, the 16. of Ngvember laſt, did proteſt that it 
might be lawfull for them to carry weapons forthcir 
own defence, and preſervation againſt any ſuch law- 
leſſe invaſion orviolence as might threaten them, and 
that they might incure no prejudice by carying ſuch 
weapons as thoſe who followed Councellours and 
many others did, promiſing to carrie themſelves 
peaceably and irreproveableduring the time of the 
Aſſembly, whichaccordingly they have done: And 
ſeeing our ſaid carrying of weapons was for defence 
of our lives , againſt the invaſion of theſe barbarous 
forners , weeare not cen{urable therefore, by the act - 
ofParliament prohibiting the ſaids weapons;becauſe 
we was.repairingto, or. returning from the/Afſeme= . 
bly atcommand of his Majeſties Jetters:and aitho- 
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ritie which is in ſpeciall words expreſt in the a of 
Parliament act 18, Pacl. 1, James 6, which is thereaf- 
ter ratified with the ſameproviſions, act 87. Parl. 6, 
Tames 6.and thereafterallo ratified at 248. Parl. 15. 
Tames 6. like as by the 227. Parl. 14, Zawes 6, All 
honeſt men, and good ſubjects, free-holders , are au- 
thorized with a commiſſion to take and apprehend 
the perſons and goods of thoſe ſorners and theeves, 
keep thetaſelves in priſon, and execute them to the 
death. And therefore far,more to: carry weapons, 
for refiſting of their ſavage violence. 
eA-ent own And where the foarmall and orderly proceeding 
refuſall of ofthis Aſſembly is challenged in the Proclamation, 
Aſeſſars, as peremptory.,for refuſing voiceto the fix Aﬀeſſors 
az of the afiumed ro himſelf by the Commiſſioner, and for 
Bifoeps DP not ſuffering the declinaror by the Biſhops to be read 
£1194197%  beforetheeleRing of a Moderator. Wecannot con- 
ccive the ſame to bea juſt cauſe of offence : becauſe 
albeit according to our bound duetie , wee defer all 
hymble reſpect to his gracious Majeſties Commiſſt- 
oner, aad tothe perſons and places of the prime no- 
ble-men, and Cou:cellours his Graces Aſleſſours, 
yet for preſervation ofthe liberric of the Kirke of Te- 
' ſus Chriſt: Wedidin all humilitie remonſtrate thar 
his Majeſties Commiſſioner and Aﬀetlors, how ma- 
nie ſoever ( whoſeplace is not to vote , bur to afliſt 
the Commiſſioner , by their couniell, for his order- 
ly proceeding)could have but only one voice in the 
Afſemblic: Since after thirrie nine nationall Aflem- 
blics of this reformed Kirke, where neither the 
Kings Majeſtic ,nor anie in his name were prelent,at 
the humble and earneſt deſire of the Aſſembly ; his 
Majeſtic graciouſly vouchſated his preſence, ctther 
in 
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in his own royall perſon, or by a Commiſſioner, 
not for voting or multiplying of voices, but as Prin- 
ces and Emperours of old, in a princely manner, to 
countenance that meeting; And to proceed in it for 
externall order: Andif we had been honoured with 
his Majeſties perſonall preſence, his Majeſtic (accor- 
ding tothe practiſe of King 7ames of blcſled memo- 
rie ) would only have given his owne judgement in 
voting of matters, and would not have called others 
who had not been cloarhed with commiſſion from 
the Kirke, to carry things by pluralitie of voices, 
Which is alſo imported by his Graces Commiſſion 
produced, wherein he is nominate ſole Commiſſio- 
ner, Like as alſo, his Majeſtics Father never had 
Aſlefſours voicing in lawfull Aſſemblies , nor chal- 
lenged the ſameto his Commiſſoners : but only of 
late dayes intheſecorrupt Afemblies, which for un- 
denyable reaſons are declared tohave becn null a6 
znitiso. And as to the refuſing of the reading of the 
Declinatour,and Proteſtation, exhibite by the Pre- 
lates, the ſame was publickly read, and the firſt act 
of the Aſſembly , immediatly after the elefion of 
a Moderatour and conſtitution of the members, 
before the which time there was no Aſſembly eſta- 
bliſhed, to whom the ſame could have beea read , or 
by whom itcould be judged. Likeas we deſired his 
Graceto bringin the Prelates themſclves , and wee 
ſhould both anſwer fortheir ſafetie, and give them a 
full audience. 


And further, whereas his Grace under his hand, CMaje/ties 


ave in his Majeſties declaration, mentioned in this 
Proclamation. The ſame being conſidered by the 
Aſſembly , gave thgm anther OF Bret FOY's $8 tinde 
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his Majeſties royall heart ſo far enlarged towards 
them, as willingly to uatie ſome of theſe grievous 
bands where-with they had been fettered by the 
meanes of ſome who abuſed their own places , and 
truſt with his Majeſtic ;- but the ſame was not found 
ſatisfa&orie , nor ſufficient for eſtabliſhing of a legall 
ſecuritie of the points therein mentionate , nor yet 
for purging the corruptions , and ſetling the - peace 
of this Kirke, as was promiſed , whereofthe Com- 
miſfoner his Grace would not ſtay to bee informed, 
but did unexpectedly and ſuddenly remove, to the 
great grief of the Aſſembly, who thereby was necef- 
ſitate to uſe the power God had put ia their hands, 
for removing all innovations, and ſerling the purity 
and peace of this Kirk. And ſeeing in this Procla- 
mation his Majeſties declaration is inſert ad longum, 
and the Aſſembly taxed for not being fully ſatisfied 
therewith , weeareenforced to repeat here the rea- 
ſons, which moved the Aſſembly nor to thinke the 
ſame ſatisfaRorie, in hope thatthey coming to his 
Majeſties ſacred ears, may procure the continuance 
of his benigne favour, ſo acceptable to this Kirke, 
by the indiction of this Aſſembly : and produdtion 
of the ſaid declaration, and obtain his royall appro- 
bation to the whole acts and proceedings of this Al- 
ſembly, which is heartily wiſhed , and would reple- 
niſh the hearts ofall good Subjects with aboundant 
joy andcontentmenr. And firſt , where his Majeſtie 
hath diſcharged the ſervice-booke, aad booke of: ca- 
aons , and practiſe of both, and all as , Proclama- 
tions and ordinances , made for eſtabliſhing thereof, 
upon information that by the introduction of them, 
the SubjeRs bave apprehended the inbringing of po- 
perie 
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peric, and ſuperſticiontohave been intended, Nei- 
ther the diſcharge nor the ground « wars are ſatisfa- 
corie, Notthe firſt, becauſe as ſome acts and Pro- 
clamations did ſerve for their eſtabliſhing, ſo others 
gave theman high approbation,asfit means to main- 
taine Religion and beat down all ſuperſtition: And' 
therefore though theſe which eſtabliſhed them be 
reſcinded,yet theſe which approved them do remain 
and may bring forth otheradts and proclamations, 
for reſtoring them or the like hereafter, if theſe 
books receive nota publick cenſure by the generall 
Aſſembly as the only judge competeart to barthem 
and the like in all time coming : Seing acts of Coun- 
cel, and Proclamations, are frequent and variable, 
and yctare no legall valid meanecither to introduce 
or aboliſh any thing concerningthe dofrine and dit- 
Cipline of the Kirke, wherein they neither caa medle 
not ſecure the Subjects , Next ſeeing by the conſti- 
tutions ofrhis Kirk the generall Aſſembly hath only 
powerto derermine concerning the matters of Gods 
publick worſhip: And that the framers of theſe 
books, who called themſelvestherepreſentativeKirk 
made them to bee p:actiſed in ſundry places of the 
Countrey by their own authoritie , and that which 
they borrowed from the Lords of ſecret Councel: 
Therfore ic was moſt neceſſary that the ſame ſhould 
bee diſcharged by thegenerall Aiſembly ( the only 
true repreſentative Kirk of this nation ) for vindicat- 
ing her juſt right from violent uſurpation and pre- 
venting the like in time coming. Not the ſecond, 
_ forthe Subjects have juſt grounds of perſwaſion that 
the Prelates and thcir followers , the framers and 
followers of theſe Books , theintended inbringing 
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ofpoperieand ſuperſtition by the introducing there- 
of, becauſe 1. Many groſle points of poperie and ſu- 
perſtition are not only cloſly couched under the co- 
ver ofenſnaring ambiguities (the moſt inſinuating 
way of errours and beſt maske to ſuperſtition ) But 
alſoexpreſly contained in the Bookes themſelves, 
as was made manifeſt by ſundrie treatiſes read and 
conſidered in the Afſembly , and is now ſo declared 
by the Aſſembly, 2. Theframers and favourers of 
theſe books in their ſermons and conferences , have 
vented ſundrie popiſtrerrours, and approven popiſh 
ſuperſtitions, which fully derecteth, and leaveth no 
doubt of their intention, in the1ntroducing of books 
ſo full of poperie and ſuperſticion. . | 
Secondly the diſcharge of the high Commiſion 
by his Majeſties Proclamation or Declaration can- 
aot bee ſufficient, becauſe firſt his Majeſtie declareth 
that he eſtabliſhed the ſame for the eaſe and benefit 
ofthe Subjects, that juſtice might bee adminiſtrate 
with the more conveniencieand leſle trouble of the 
people. And now diſchargeth.it , becauſe the Sub- 
jets have miſtaken his gracious intention : So thatif | 
the miſtakiag be removed, that which is conceived 
of it ſelfe to ſerve for adminiſtration of juſtice , with 
caſe and benefit to the Subjects, may be eſtabliſhed 
upon pretention of the removall of all ſuch miſtak- 
ings. 2 Though the acts and deeds, made for eſta- 
bliſhing thereofbe reſcinded , yet rhe acts paſt here- 
to-fore by the high Commiſhonare not reſcinded: 
And fo the Subjects cenſured by it, are ſtill eſteemed 
under theſe cenſures , asappeareth by the tenour of 
the Proclamation, wherein the Aſſembly is taxed,as 
conſiſting of ſome members that are under the _ 
| ures 
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ſares of this Kirk, meaning the Biſhops cenſure in 
the high Commiſſion. 3. It being found conmtrareto 
the acts of Parliament, and acts of generall Aſſem. 
bly, and extreamly derogatorie to them and all o- 
ther ſubalrerne judicatories both civill and Eccleſia- 
ſticall ( which is madeclearly manifeſt by a treatiſe 
preſented rothegenerall Aſſembly ) anditbeing de- 
viſced and brought in by the ſuggeſtion of Biſhops, 
as amean whereby they might and have unlawfully 
tirranized over all the Subje&s: Therefore it is ne- 
ceſſare that the Parſiamenr and generall Aſſembly, . 
the higheſt civill and Ecclefiaſticall judicatorijes, that 
have been wronged, thould by their ſeveral ſentences 
utterly aboliſhir as unlawfull and hurtfull, 

Thirdly, whereas his Majeſtie diſpenſeth with the - 
practiſe of Pearth articles , diſchargethall from urg- 
ing the practiſethereof, freeth from cenſures for not 
urging or practiſing them , notwirhſtanding of any 
thing contained in the acts of Parliament,or generall 
Aſſembly in the contrare, and is content that the 
Aſſembly take the ſame ſo far to their conſideration, 
as to repreſent it to thenext Parliament, there to be 
ratified,as the Eſtates ſhal findefitting:Theſe cannor 
ſatisfie, becauſe, 1. adiſpenſation with rhe practiſe 
withouta ſimple diſcharge, leaverh it ſtill arbitrare to 
thoſe who will practiſe, and ſo continueth the rent 
and diſtractions in this - Kirke. 2, Although his 
Majeſtic had diſcharged the practiſe of them by his 
Proclamation,or Declaration, yet the Subjects had 
not bcen putia ſecuritiethereby exceptthe generall 
Aſſembly (to whoſe tryall they belong,and were re- 
ferred by all the ſubſcribers ofthe Confcſ5ion in 


Harch)do either repellthe articles of Pearth,or up- 
ON 


PROT ESTATION, 


on good reaſon declare that Aſſembly null, fince his 
Majeſties Proclamation or Declaration, is not aſuf- 
ficient warrant to infringe an act of Afembly , or 
Parliament , made to the contrare. 3. By tying the 
Aſſembly to takethe ſame no further unto their con- 
fideration,then to repreſent it to thenextParliamenr, 
che Aſſembly is both prelimitate ( where-anent re- 
fers to the ſix reaſons againſt prelimitation inſert in 
our Proteſtation September 2.2. ) and weakacd in po» 
wer, aSifit might not judge and determine in mat- 
ters meerly Eccleſiaſticall without a licence from his 
Majeſtie, ora reference to the Parliament , whereas 
the gencrall Aſſembly is ſupreme and independenc 
in matters Eccleſiaſtical,as the Parliamentis in civil: 
{o that when the acts of Aﬀembly are ratified in Par- 
lament, the ſame is. for adjoyning the civill fun&tion 
to the Eccleſtaſtick conftitution for the greater ter- 
rour of tranſgreſſours. 

Fourthly, anentrthe oaths adminiſtrate to Miniſters 
at theirentrie, ir hath not only been prerended, bur is 
ccrtaine and will be made maniteſt ro the Aſſemioly, 
( which alſo now is done ) thar oaths have been ex- 
acted different from that whichis ſet down intheacts 
of Parliament,and in many ſeverall wayes according 
to the pleaſure ofthe Prelares : And where his Maje- 
ſtie declarerh that. no other oath ſhall be required of 
a Miniſter at his entry, nor that which is ſet downin 
the a& of Parliament: , the ſame is of fearfull conſe- 
quence, becauſe the a bears an oath to be given un- 
tothe Biſhop by Miniſters intrants , and ſo ſuppol- 
ſeth the office of a Biſhop to be unchangeableand un- 
contraverted , whereby the Aſſembly is prelimited 
(againſt the reaſons before mentioned ) WIE ay 
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finde that office uſcleſſe and unlawfull in this Kirke, 
and which now they have found upon moſt infalli- 
ble reaſons, 

Fifthly, that his Majeſty.aſſureth, generall Aſſem- 
blies ſhall bee kept as oft as the affaires of this Kirke 
ſhall require: Dothnor ſatisfie, becauſe 1. by leaving 
thertime undefinite it prejudgeth the libertic of the 
Kirke of holding yearly generall Aſſemblies at leaſt, 
and oftner pro renata: Ratified by the act of Parlia- 
ment 1.5 9 2, the diſuſe whereof hath been a. maine 
cauſe of our evils, which ſhould be prevented in time 
comming, by renewiag that ancient neceflarie cuz. 
ſtome and liberty. 2.By the ſame aG& of Parliament it 
is provided, thatthe King or his Commi{honer be- 
ing preſent ſhall appoint the time and place of the 
next Afſembly. Andincafe his Majeſty orhis Com- 
miſhonerbee not preſent for the time in the Towne 
wherethe Afſembly is holden,it ſhall be leaſome to 
the ſaid generall Aſſembly by themſelves to appoint 
the time & place of the next Aſſembly , as they have 
been inuſein times paſt. But this declaration not 0n- 
ly leaves all indefinite, but totally everts that power 
and libertie competent to them by law and cu- 
ſtome. 3, As itdoth not determine how ofcthe or- 
dinarie affairs of this Kirke requireth an Aſſembly 
( which the cuſtome of this Kirk and adt forelaid ez 
vidently manifeſt to be yearly onceat leaſt)ſo neither 
dothit determinewho ſhall judge when the neceſſity 
of extraordinarie affairs require an Aſſembly pro re 
nata: whereas undoubtedly the Kirke will bee moſt 
ſenſible of her own neceſſities, and is the moſt pro- 
per judge of her owa affairs; And therefore ſhould. 
have freedometo appoint her own times Worn 
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"findeth her ſtlfe preſſed with preſent exigences , as 
his Majeſtie hath alſo power, when he perceiverh 
any neceffitie requiring the ſame. 

Sixthly, whereas his Majeſtie is content that all 
the preſent Biſhops and their ſucceſſours be anſwer- 
able to, and cenſurable by the generall Aſſembly , it 
doth not ſatisfie, becauſe, r.It bearetha prelimitation 
ofthe Aflembly in the matter of trying that office, 
and preſuppoſeth the continuancethereof by ſucceſ- 
ſton asunqueſtionable. 2 They have been formerly 
made 'cenſ{urable by the generall Aﬀſembly ia the 
ſtraireſt way that the Kirke could enjoyne, or they 
could aſſure: And yet theſe thirtic yeares they have 
ſhunned all cenſure (thoughall rheir ations deſerved 
it )by procuring generall Aſſemblies to be prorogat, 
and then ſuddenly indicted, whenthey had cunning- 
ly prepared both perſons and purpoſes to their 
minde: Likeas now they have by their Declinatour 
refuſed to anſwer , and beecenſured by this preſent 
Aſſembly indicted by his Majeſtie, conveened in the 
name of Chriſt,and perfectly conſtitute in the mem- 
bers thereof. And therefore it lyeth upon this pre- 
ſent Aſſembly, totake ſome ſolide courſe, for ſecur- 
ing the Kirk inall time coming againſt the prejud:- 
ces of their former and frequent breaches contraric 
to their oathes given, Sth | 

Seventhily., whereas his Majeſtie requireth this 
preſent Aſſembly to ſubſcribe this confeſſion of 
Faith formerly ſigned by his royal] Father 1580.and 
lately commanded by his Majeſtic to be ſubſcribed 
by all his Majeſties SubjeRs: The reaſons contained 
*in the Proteſtation September laſt 22. (whereto we 
adhere and repeats the ſame) do ſufficiently wp 
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that we cannot ſubſcribe the ſame:to which we adde, 
7. that his Majeſties Commiffioner hath declared to 
theLords ofSeffion, whentheir ſubſcriptions was re- 
quired, thac it might ſubfiſt with the innovations in- 
troduced {ince the year of God 15 80.which ſome of 
the ſaids Lords rhen did, & all of us donow conceive 
to repugne tathe genuine and true ſenſe of the con- 
fcffionof Faith as it was firſt made.2. That his Grace 
hath proteſted diverſe times in this Afſembly , that 
nothing done orto bee done therein prejudge the 
Archbithops & Biſhops in their privitedges, places, 
power and juriſdiction : whereby hee declarech thar 
theſe may ſubfiſt with the confeſſion of Faith, not- 
withſtanding they bee novations intraduced upon 
this Kirke , contrare tothe fame fince the yeare fore- 
faid, as is now found by the Aﬀſembly, 3, That to 
the Aſſembly preſently conveened, and perfectly 
coſtirute in the members thereof, ir pertaineth pro- 
perly according to the wor.'l of God , conſtitutions 
of this Kirk, and book of Policic, ratified in diverſe 
Afemblies, ro derermine whar is the true meaning 
of the confeſſion of Faith, and to make the ſame 
knowne to all the members of chis Kirke, w 10 there- 
after without ſcrouple ordanger may ſubſcribe the 
ſame. And although the Aſſembly could not finde 
this Declaration ſarisfactorie for theſe and the like 
weightie reaſons , yer were they willing the ſame 
ſhould be inſerc in their books for obedience ta his 
Majeſties deſire; and thankfully acknowledging his 
Majeftics pious aff-tion rotrue Religion,and royall 
reſolution to defi:nd che ſame and his Subjects in rhe 
profeſſion thereof expreſt in the cloſure ofhis royall 


declaration, they were confident that when his Ma- 
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_ jeſtie ſhall bee fully informed, that the novations. in- 


troduced-finceithe year 1580. areincomprible with 
the confellion of our Paith ; He will be pleaſed gract- 
oufly to vouchſaſehis comfortable proteQion UpoR 
thoſe. ;:who (:adhering rothe.true- meaning of char 
conf-thonnow fully cleared by the Affembly. ): have 
abjuredallthe innovations introduced, and by rheir 
great oathand ſubſcription have bound themſelves 
to maintaine.the trae:Religion,and his Mayeſties per- 
ſon and authoritie in defence of the fame, : And thus 
true Religion being, the channell whichiconvoyerh 
both dueries-ro their proper abje&t, theevidence:of 
Gods image in our dread Soveraigne his Depute 
ſh:ll be wireiblo roallthe enemies of his MajcRic,and 
of his loyall Subjects, who-ftand for the confciſion 
of Faith, and ctherrue meaning thereof; and ſhall raiſe 
up the affections of his religious Subj ts towards 
his Majeſtic above all earthly reſpes.', 
And-whercit'is ſubjoyned/inthe Drotlameion, 
that nothing wasable to give contentment, except 
we were permitted to.overthrow -epiſcopallg gOvern- 
ment,and to abrogate publicklawsſtanding and rake 
away one of the three Eſtates :-Wee are ſufficiently 
clearedthereof by the ads of the Aſſembly , abro- 


_ gatingandaboliſhing Epiſcopall government inthis 
- Kirk, for infalhblereaſons contained in the ſaid at , 


_ _ andalfo by ouranfwerpublithed to the Declaration 


emi-:ted inthe Commiſſioners name ( which for bre- 
vetic we forbear to infert herein ) whereby we have 
ſufficiently evinced , that our proceedings are not 
contrare tothe laws'of the Kingdome, ordeſtrutive © 
of any lawfull:third Eſtate; and which part of the 
Proclamation doth cloſe, with an undeſcryed impu- 
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tation foour loyalty, bearing that for'the like dange- 
rous as ſo:derogatorie to royall authoritie, and for 
other reaſons importing true Moanarchicall govern- 
ment, the Commiſſioner was forced to diſfſelve the 
Aſſembly ; bur the ſame is ſo:generally expreſſed, 
thatitappearethevidently robe done of plaine pur- 
poſe romake us hatefull , which-wee hope will.not 
workthat end, unlcile [ſome ſpeciall act of diſloyalty 
or malverſation could be ſpecially condiſcended up- 
on(which undoubtedly had notbeen omitred if ithad 
been poſſible) otherwiſethat darke cloud of general 
tearmes cannot obfuſcat the pure brightneſſe of our 
fincereintentions, unleſſe our true repreſentation of 
grievances , and earneſt humble prefſing legall re. 
dreſle thereof at his: Majeſties hands, may: deſerve 
that aſperſionintheeyesof thele:Councellourswho 
ethinke themſelves oblidged rather in abſolute obedi- 
ence , than a duetifull repreſentation to rheir. Sove- 
ratgne; of what is juſt and warrantable, wherein. we 
appeal to all rhe world, if either our proceedings, or 
opinions be any wayes derogatorie to the true po- 
wer of Monarchicall government-or his Majeſties 
authoritte , which we-are oblidged to defend with 
eur lives and fortanes by our Covenaar, 


:. And wherein the Proclamation,in that part there- Anent his 
of,;anent the Commiſſioners diſcharge ofthe Aſſem- 974ces in- 


bly, isin{inuate- fome expreſſion of his Graces wil- 
lingnes to-return the next morning tothe Aſſembly, 
we declare that wee were moſt ſenſible of the bene- 
fire of his'Graces preſence , and received great con- 
tentment by that countenance ofroyall authoritie in 
repreſentatioh., whereof wee would never have de- 
prived our-ſelves;it-we had had the leaſt No” 
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ofany ſuch intention, butthetruthis , that having 
called our ſelves to our beſt remembrances, we heard 
no word or expreſſion tending thatway ; butby the 
contrary wedid humbly require his Grace,to give in 
thereaſons of his diſconteatment in write,and to re- 
turnthenext day againzat whichtime we ſhould give 
in ſufficient anſwers therto, which might wype away 
all his Graces objections, and move him to continue 
hi; wiſhed preſence .to that Aſſembly , whereat hee 
had publickly profefled he could no longer affiſt:Bur 
this being refuſed, and the Aſſembly diſcharged by 


him, wee were neceſſitate to proteſt both that day 


and the day following upon the mercate croſle of 
Glaſzow, and to ſhow that in conſcience of our duety 
ro God and his truth , the King and his honour, the 
Kirk and her liberties, this Kingdomeand herpeace, 
this Aſſembly and her freedome, to our ſelves and 
our ſafetic, to our poſteritie, perſons , and Eſtates. 
We could not diſfolvethe Aſſembly , forthe rea- 
ſons following. 1. For the reafonsalready printed a- 
nent the conveening agenerall Aſſembly, which are 
now more ſtrong in this caſe, ſeeing the Aſſembly 
was already indicted by his Majeſties authority, did 
conveen, 8: is fully conſtitute inall the members ther- 
of, according tothe word of God , and diſcipline of 
this Kirke, in preſence andaudicnce of his Majeſties 
Commiſſioner , who hath really acknowledged the 
ſame,by affiſting therein ſeven dayes,and exhibition 
of his Majeſties royall Declaration to be regiſtrate in 
the books of this Aſſembly which accordingly was 
done. 2. For the reaſons contained in the formerPro- 
teſtarions made inthe name of the Noble-men, Bar- 
rons, Burgeſlcs, Miniſters,and Commons, whereun- 
to 
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to we did then judicially , and doe now actually ad- 
here, asalſounto the conteſ6ion of Faith and Cove- 
nant ſubſcribed and ſworn by the body ofthis King- 
dome, 3, Becauſe as wee are oblidged by the appli- 
cation and explication ſubjoyned neceſſarly to the 
confeſſion of Faith ſubſcribed by us, ſo the Kings 
Majeſtic , and his Commiſſioner , and privie Coun- 
cel , have urged many of this Kingdome to ſubſcribe 
the confeſſion of Faith made in Anno 1580. & 1590. 
And fo to returne to the doctrine and diſcipline of 
this Kirk asit was then profeſſed, but it is cleare by 
thedoctrine and diſcipline of this Kirke, that it was 
moſt unlawfull in the ſelfe, and prejudiciall to theſe 
priviledges , which Chriſt in his word hath left to 
his Kirke to diſſolve or breake up the Aſſembly of 
this Kirke: or to ſtop and ſtay their proceedings in 
conſtitution ofadts, forthe well-fareof the Kirk or 
execution of diſcipline againſt offenders, and ſo to 
make it appeare that Religionand Kirk government 
ſhould depend abſolutely upon the pleaſure of the 
Prince. 4. Becauſethere is noground of pretence, 
either by act of Aſſemby,or Parliament, or any pre- 
ceeding practiſe, whereby the Kings Majeſtie may 
diſſolve the generall Aſſembly of the Kirke of Scot - 
land, far lefle his Majeſtics Commiſſioner , who by 
his commiſſion hath power to indi&, and keepe it, 
ſecundum legems & praxim, but upon the contrarte his 
 Majeſties prerogative royall , is declared by at of 
Parliament to be no wayes prejudiciall to the privi- 
ledges and liberties which God hath granted to. the 
{pirituall oftice-bearers , and meetings of this Kirke, 
which are moſt frequently ratified in Parliaments, 
and eſpecially in the laſt Parliament. holden by his 
TE | Majeſtic 
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Majeſtie himſelf; which priviledges and liberties'of 
the-Kirk,his Majeſty will'never diminiſh of infringe,” 
being bound to maintain theſamein integritie by ſo-' 
lemneoath given ar his royall Coronation in this 
Kingdome:'5. The Aﬀemblics' of this'Kirke have . 
ſtill enjoyed this freedome. of unifiterrupted fitring' 
withour, or notwithſtanding any contramand, as is 
evident by all the records thereof, andin ſpeciall by 
the generall Aflembly holdemin ©1nno1582.which 
being charged with letrers of horning by the'Kings 
Majeſtic his Commiſfioner , and"Councel; to ſtay 
their procefſe againſt Mr. Robert Mojtzomerie preten- 
ded Biſhop of Glaſzew,, or otherwiſe ro diflolveand 
rife, did no: withſtanding ſhow theieliberry and free. 
domeby continuingand fitting ſtill.and without any 
ſtay going on in thar proceſle againſt the-ſaid Mr. Ro- 
bert, to thefinalt end thereof thereafter, & by letrer 
to his Majeſty did ſhow<cleatly, how farhis Majeſty 
had beenmif-informed, 'and upon miſ-informatiorr 
prejudged the prerogative of T: sus Cuxtsr, and 
the liberties of this Kirke, and did inatt and ordaine 
that none ſhould :procure' any ſuch  warrand : or 
charge, underthe paine ofexcommutnication. 6, Be- 
cauſe now to diſſolve after-{o many 'ſupplicarions 
and complaints, after ſo many reiterated promiſes; 
after our long attendance andexpettation, after ſo 
many references of proceſles from Presbyteties'; if- 
ter the publick indition ofthe Aſſembly, and the 
ſolemne faſt appointed for the ſame, and'after-fre- 
__. Euentconvention and formallconſtitution'ofthe Al- 
 ſemblyinallthe members thereof and ſeven dayes 
ſtring: were by this act to offend God, contemnte the 
Subjectspetitions,/deceive'nanyvfthetr' conceived 
Fad = mw ; | hopes 
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hops .of-redrefle. of the calamities- of che: Kirke and: 
Kingdame, multiply che combuſtions vf this Kirke; 

and make every man defpaire hereafter ever to ſec 

Religion eſtabliſhed, innovations removed,the Sub-' 
jets complaintrefpeced, or the off :nders- puniſhed: 
with conſent of authoritic,and fo by caſting the Kirk 
and Eſtate looſe and d« ſolare,, would abandonebotts 
tg rune. 7, It was moſt neceſſarie to continue this: 
Afembly, for. preveening the prejudices whiclr 
might enſue upon the pretence of two Covenants, 

whereas indeed there is. bur one: that firſt ſubſcribed 
in 1580.and 1590. being a national] Covenant and 

oath to God, whichis lately renewed by us with that 
neceſlare explana: ion, which thecorruptions intro- 

duced, fincethattime comtraretorthe ame,enforced: 

which isalfo acknowledgcd inthe actof Councel in 
September laſt, declaring the ſame tobee ſubſcribed. 

as it was meaged.the time of the firſt ſubſcription, | 
and thercfore, for removing that ſhame .andaU. pre= 
judices , which may follow, upon the ſhow of two: 
different Covenants and confeſſions of Faith in one 
nation,the Aſſembly.could notdiſſolve beforeit had: 
tryed, found , and determined that both theſe Cove=- 
nants are bur one and the ſelfe ſame Covenant: The: 
Jatter renewed. by us, agreeing to the true genuine. 
ſenſe and meaning .ofthe firſt, as it was ſubſcribed in 
C42210.1580.: Y 


And further. inthe ſaid Proclamation, the ftraine Avent nr 
of our Proteſtation is taxed , becauſe wehave there- ©/4tiov of 


by preſumed tocice thoſe of his Majeſties Councell, 
who have procured, ſubſcribed, or ratified this Pro- 
clamatioa, to bereſpoalallto his Majeſtic and three 
Eſtates of Parliament, whereas the ſame cannot be 
: juſtly . 


TY loars. 


eAuent the = 2 : | 
injunttions premitted inthe Proclamationto the concluſion and 


..command thereof, which reſolveth into two heads: 
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juſtly quarrelled, becauſe it is grounded upon the 
law of the Kingdame, and warranted by thea& of 
Parliameat theria cited, 12.a Parl, 2. King [ames 4. 
which ac&tis grounded upon good realon: for it were 
ſtrange to think that Counccllours giviag bad coun- 
ſell ro the evident prejudice and ruine of che Coun- 
trey , and publick derriment of rhe good Subjects, 
ſhould nor be countable therefore to his Majeſticand 
his Eſtates;2nd it is not without inſtance in vur laws, 
that perverſecounlel hath beengiven in miſguidiag 
the Kings and co:uman gaod of this Realine ac 6. 
Parl. 1. King Iames 4. Which is allo acknowledged 
by the reduction of grants made by Kings totheſe 
perverſe counſellors,act 3. Parl, 4. and act 5.Parl. r. 
King Tames 4 The perverſcnes of which miſguiding 
countell, hath been affuredly the cauſe why inthe 
next Parliament in the ycarcimmediatly ſubſcquear, 
the Kings Councel was choſcn in Parliament, and 
{worn in prefence of the King and three Eſtates, 
and ordained tobee reſponſall and accuſable to the 
King and three Eſtates for their counſell. Which 
cleareth, that both evil counſel may be given,and that 
the. Councel may bee accuſed before the King and 
Parliamentfor malverſation in their charge. Like as 
his Majeſtic in the Proclamation, maketh all perſons 
lyableto the Farliamentand generall Aſſembly, and 
ſo giveth way to tis previous citation , which may 
ſerve for a forewarning and intimation thar they 
may be accuſed, if they be guiltic, as we know all are 
not, and wiſh that none were. 

All which heavie objections and imputations arc 
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The firſt, diſcharging obedienceto theats of Aſſem- 
bly , and liberating all who ſhall diſobey from cen- 


ſure, and;promiſing protection ro the diſobeyers, » , ad 

and inhibiting all Presbyteries, Seffion of Kirks, Mi- 2% 4»» 

niſters withinrh's Realme,in their Sermons, Seſfions, out there 
ants, 


and mectings, or any other-wayes, to authorize, ap- 
prove, or allow the Aſlembly ar G/aſzow , or doeany 
deed which may countenance the ſame, under paine 
to bepuniſhed with all rigour: And commanding all 
whothall hearthem , to delate the ſame, under paine 
of the like puniſhments, likewiſe ſtraicly charging 
and commanding all Iudges within this Realme, 
Clerkes, and Writters , not to grant or paſſe a Bill, - 
Summonds,or Letters,or any other execution what- 
ſoever upon any act or deed proceeding from the 
ſaid Aſſembly : And all keepers of the Signet from 
ſigncting thereof, under all higheſt paine, And the 
ſecond head , commanding all Subjefs ro ſubſcribe 
and ſwear the confeſſion commanded by his Maje- 
ſtie, conformeto the ſenſe and meaning of the decla. 
ration publiſhed by the Commiſſioner , whereunto 
wee need not here make any anſwer , but remits the 
ſame toa ſpeciall anſwer publiſhed in print madeta 
that declaration. Bur for the firſt, theſameis ſo farre 
repugnantto the word of God, practiſe of the primi- 
tive Kirke , the Lawes civill and canonicall, the cu- 
ſtome of all Natiens, the conſtitutions of our-2ene-= 
rall Aſſemblies, a&ts of Parliamear, practiſe of ocher 
- Judicatories within this Kingdome, to the conf-1ſion 
of Fajth and diſcipline ofthis Kirke , as wee cannot 
beleeve any ſuch commandements to proceed from 
our gracious King, but from themalice and mis-in- 
formation 'of our adverſaries , the conſcience of 
1 IS - BE... 
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whoſe euiltineſle affrighteth them to undergo their 
deſerved cenfure which is cleare. 1. That theſame 
Is contrare to the Law of: God, from-that place of 
Scripture, Matth. 18 Whereinthe Kirkis comman- 
ded abſolutely to inflict cenſures. 1.Cor. 5 Wherein 
the Kirk did execute that commandement. And the 
Kirks of Pergamms and Thyatira, are reproved for not 
executing Eccleſfiaſticall cenſures againſt thoſe who 
held the doctrine of Balaarm,or of Iezebel. 2. Revel,So 
that the power of the keyes in Eccleſiaſtical cenſures 
15 ſo intrinſecally, and ſoeflentially competent to the 
Kirk and generall Aſſembly juredivine, as obedience 
to her decreets and executions thereof cannot be ſu: 
{pended , far lefſetaken away and diſcharged by hu- 
mane authority, more nor-the power ofpreaching 
and adminiſtration ofrhe Sacraments; 2Itis contrare 
tothe praCtiſe of the Apoſtolickand primitiveKirks, 
whoſe conſtant practiſes was to execute the ſpiriru- 
all fun&tions and cenſures , and notwithſtanding hu- 
mane prohibirions', to obey God; rather than man. 
3- Iris contrare tothe civil ſaw, { contrajus velutili- 
tatem publicans , vel per mendacinm fuerit aliquid poſtu- 
latum wel impetratum ab imperatore. Et titulo de di. 
wer (is reſcriptis & pragmaticis ſanttionibies, 4, The 
ſame is contrare to- the cannon law deoret: decyctal. 
extravazan. titule-de reſcriptis. 5, It is contrarietothe 
univerſall cuſtome in all nations ordaining their judi- 
catories to dojuſtice, notwithſtanding their Princes 
prohibition: as is cleare by Convarnvia in Spaine, 
Papponin France, Swedwine itt Germanie, ec, UJ ponthe 
title de _ aut conſtitutionibus principum, 6. To 
the conſtitutions of generall Aſſemblies: becauſe in 
tundrie generall Aſſemblies upon-complaints made 
ER. ED) 0» 
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that the Kings Majeſtie and his Councell by their 
letters offered ſome ſtop to the Kirk, from going on 
in her Eccleſiaſticall cenſures,eſpecially by act ot the 
generall Aſſembly convecnedin thenew Colledge 
of Saint _Anarews, 20. April 15 8 2. Itis ordained 
that none being received to any. Eccleſtaſticall fun- 
ion, office or benefice, ſeckany way by the civill 
power toexcemeand withdraw themſelves from the 
juriſdiction ofthe Kirk, or procure, obtaine, or uſe 
any letters, or charges, cither by themſelves, or any 
other in their name ,: or at their command and in- 
ſtance, to impare, hurt, or ſtay the ſaid juriſdiction, 
diſcipline, correction ofmanners , or puniſhment of 
thcir offencesand cnormities,or ro makeany appella- 
tion, from the generall Aſſembly , to ſtope the di. 
{cipline, and order of the Eccleſiaſticall pollicie, 
and juriſdiction granted by Gods wordto the office- 
bearers within the ſaid Kirke, under the paine ofex- 
communication ſummarly, without any proceſle, or 
admonition to be pronounced by thejudgemenr of 
the Elderſhip , by the Miniſter, or Miniſters which 
ſhall bee appointedby them , how ſooa it is knowne 
that any of the ſaids heads are tranſgreſled ; like as 
both the Kings Majeſtie-and his Councell-promi- 
ſed that none thereafter ſhould have thar cauſe to 
complaine : as is manifeſt by the a& of Aſſembly at 
Montroſe in Iuly 1597. Andatthe Aſſembly holden 
at S*. .andrews 24. April, 1582, being charged with 
letters of horning not to proceed againſt M*. Robert 
Hontgomerie,the Aſſembly did write to his Majeſty 
that this diſcharge was extraordinarie, as a thing that 
was never heatd nor ſeen fince the world began, and 
was direQly againſt the word of God,and laws ofthe 
| > BS -. - ne 
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Kingdome. And yet notwithſtanding of the ſaid 
charge, the Aſſembly did proceed and excommuni- 
cate the ſaid Mr", Robert. Further , in the Aﬀembly at 
Edinburgh , the 27. of Tune 1582. Sefl. 7, amongſt 
the grieyances preſented by the Kirk to the King, the 
firſt is, that his Majcſtie by deviſe of ſome councel- 
flours, is moved'to take upon him that fpirituall pos 
wer and authoritie, which properly belongeth to 
Chriſt, asonly Kingand head ofhis Kirke, the Mini. . 
ſerie and execution whereof is only given to ſuch 
as beare office-in the Eccleſiaſticall governement of 
the ſame, ſo that in his Majeſties perſen ſome men 
preaſſetocre&a Popedome, as though his Majeſtic 
could notbeefull King and head of this common- 

wealth; 'unleſſe as well the ſpirituall as temporall 
{word bee putin his Majeſtics hands , unleſſe Chriſt 
bee reft of his authoriie, andthe two juriſdictions 

confounded, which God hath divided; which dire&- 
Iytenderh to the wrack and overthrow of all true 
Religion;,_ &c. And inthe Aﬀembly holden at Ez 
dinburzh in October 1582. Sel. 15. Summonds are 
direct by thegenerall Afſemblyagainſt the kings Ad- 
vocate, for SORE the Kings Proclamation of 
that ſtraine, -.Thetoreſfaid commandis alfo contrare 
tothe as of Parliament, becauſe asthe ats of Par- 
liament appointeth every matter for its own judica- 
torie, and toalljudicatories their own freedome :fo 
much more dethythis libertie belongto thenational] 
Aﬀembly , being the ſupreme Tudicatorte Eccleſta- 
ſtick of this Kirk, and only competent Tudgein mat- 

ters ſo important , and ſo nearly concerning Gods 

honour and worſhip immediatly,the falvationofrhe 

peoples fonls, tbeletling of the putiry of Gods _ 

Up, 


DECEMBER 192, 


ſhip, the purging away the. corruptions thereof, and 
right conſtitutions of the Kirke, whoſe liberties and 
priviledges areconfirmed,Parl, 12.King Iams 6.and 
Parl. 1. King Charles, Like as by the x 2, Parl. 1 14. at 
King James 6. Ammo 1592, Thelibertic and diſcipline 
of the Kirk,cſpecially in her Presbyteries andAtſem- 
blies, are fully and firmly ratified with declaration, 
that the a of the Kings Majeſties prerogative royall 
overall eſtates and perſons, ſhall no wayes bee preju- 
diciall to the priviledges which God hath given to 
the ſpirituall othce-bearers in the Kirke , concerning 
heads of Religion, matters ofherefte,excommunica- 
tion, collation , and deprivation of Miniſters, orany 
ſuch like effentiall cenſures, eſpecially grounded, and 
having warrand of the word of God, with full po- 
werevento the particular Presbyreries, to put order 
to all marrers and cauſes Ecclefiaſticall within their 
bounds, according to the diſcipline of the Kirke. 
8. The Lords of Councel and Seſſion by act 92. Parl. 
6, King Zames 6. arc ordained toproceed inall civill 
cauſes intended ordepending beforethem , or to bee 
iatended, and to cauſe execute their decrees, not- 
withſtandingany private writting, charge, or com | 
mand from the Kings Majeſtie, or his Councel inthe 
 contrare, and by the 4.7. ac. 11. Parl. King Tames 6. . 
Alllicences and ſuperſederies purchaſt from his Ma- 
jeſtie,are diſcharged,as contempt done to the law,as 
greathurtto the Lieges,& contraretojuſtice,and de- 
clareth the ſame to be null of the law, and not admil- 
fible to any judge,nor effecuallto the purchaſer any 
wayes, and ordaineth all judges within this Realme 
to proceed and do juſtice, ſuch like, and in the ſame 
maner, asifthe ſaid ſuperſeJerics and licenees _ 
| ad. r.; 
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had been purchaſt nor produced. Likeas by the 106 
act Farl. 7.King Iames 6, All licences granted by his 
Majeſtie, to hinder the cxecution of acts againſt pa- 
piſts and other adverſaries ofthetrueReligion are dil- 
charged and declared to be of no force: according to 
the whichic hath bcen the ordinary cuſtome both ia 
clvilland Ecclefiaſticall judicatorics ( notwithſtand- 
ing of privie warrants or prohibitions contrare to 
law which commonly are impetratefrom his Maje- 
ſtie upon mis-information.) to proceed and: miniſter 
juſtice. 9, Todiſcharge obedience to theacts of the. 
Aflembly , ſtop theexccution thereof, prote&t and 
defend {uchasare delinquenrs and under the Kirks 
cenſure, doth directly repuganeto the large confelſi; 
on of Faith of this Kirk. Whercin Cap. 19. the 
third. mark of the true Kirk is affirmed to beuprighr, 
miniſtrationof Eccleſiaſtical diſcipline,asGods word 
preſcribeth, for eſtabliſhing good order and repreſ- 
ſing of vice:and ſo no more can be impeded nor juſtly 
taken from the Kirk tha any ofher other two marks, 
viz. The right preaching ofthe word and miniſtratt- 
on of the Sacraments: And thercforein the oath at 
the Kings Goronation, heſiwearethto maintaine this 
confeſſion, and theſe three markes of the Kirke , and 
particularly that he ſhal be carefull to root out of his 
Empyre all hereticks and enemies to the worſhip of 
God, that ſhall be convict by the true Kirk of God of 
the foreſaid crimes, 10. Inthe ſhort confeſſion of 
Faith ſworn 1580. and 15 9 o. and renewed by the 
greateſt and beſt part of this Kirk and Kingdome, 
with an explication renewed alfo at his Majeſtics 
command by his- Councell: All are bound to con- 


tinue in chedience of the doctrine and difcipline * 
TT | the 
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the Kirk, 8 defend the ſame according to their voca- 
tion and power. So that ſecing this generalt Aſſem- 
bly hath proceeded in their conſticurions, as, and 
whole proccedings, according to the diſcipline of 
this Kirke of Scotland 1580. and 1590, contained 
inthe ſecond book of diſcipline: which in both theſe 
yeares were ordained to bee regiſtrareand ſworne to 
by all the Miniſters of this Kirke as the diſcipline 
thereof, and wherein 'the civill and Eccleſiaſtica)l 
juriſdiction areſoclearly diſtinguſhedin the x. Cap. 
Lib. 2.as the power of the ſword may no wayes ſtop 
orimpcd the poiwer of the keyes : and in the 7, Cap. 
the Elderſhip and Aſſemblies hath power toexecute 
Eccleſtaſtical puniſhment upon all tranſgreſſours and 
proud contemners of the Kirk, And in the 10, Cap. 
the office of the Chriſtian Magiſtrate is deſcribed to 
aſſiſt and maintaine the diſcipline of the Kirk,and pu- 
niſh thoſe civilly who will nor obey .the cenſures 
thereof, without confounding alwayesthe one juriſ- 
dition with the other: andthis order of Eccleſiaſti- 
calldiſcipline,condiſcended upon ingenerall Afſem- 
blies as warranted by divine authority, to be execute 
notwithſtanding any humane inhibirton, is ſer down 
before the Pſalmes in meeter : and therefore we can 
never expe@thathis Majeſtie , whoout ofhis pious 
inclination to juſtice, by a late Proclamarion 22 Sep- 
tember laſt, hath declared and ordained that all his 
Subjects both Ecclefiaſticall and civill.ſhal be-lyable 
tothe tryall andcenſure of generall Aſſembly or any 
other judicatorie competent ; willnow ſtay the exc- 
cution ofthe lawfull and grave ſentences of this na- 
tionall Kirk, ſo comfortable to us, and ſo neceſſarie 
for maintaining the purity of religion, which his Ma- 

jeſtte . 
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jeſtie in the end of thearticles before menti oned, hath 
promiſed to detend,and his ſubjects in cheprofeiſion 
thereof, which is incompatible; with the defence of 
excommunicate and obſtinate perſons. 'But there. 
fore weare aſſured that his gracious Majeſtic will be 
pleaſed to allow that reverence, and alreadie obedi- 
ence may be deferred to the whole acts, conſtituti- 
ons, and cenſures of the ſaid generall Aﬀembly, by 
all his ſubjects, who undoubtedly and neceſlarly are 
oblidged to obedience of all the lawtull commands 
and injunctions of the mother Kirke , if they would 
be acoun:ted members or ſons thereof. 

By all which cloud of weighty reaſons , the war- 
rantablencfle of our juſt proceedings doth evidently 
appear,notwithſtancing of all the argurnentsofchal- 
lenge adduced againſt us in the ſaid Proclamation: 
And therefore for theſe, and many other reaſons, we 
the members ofthis Aſſembly,inour own names,and 
in thenameofthe Kirk of Scotland, whom we repre- 
ſent: And we Noble-men, Barrons, and Gentle-men, 
Miniſters, Burgeſles,and Commons, before menti- 
oned, do ſolemaly declare in the preſence of the 
everliving God and before all men. 

Andproteſtthat our thoughts are not guiltic ofany 
thing which isnor incumbent to us,as good Chriſti- 
ans towards God , & loyall ſubjects towards our Sa- 
credSoveraigne. And weatreſt God.theſcatcher of all 
hearts,that our intentions& whole proceedings in this 
preſent Aſſembly have been and ſhall continueaccor- 
ding to the word of God,the laws & conſtitutions of 
this Kirk,the confeſſion of Faith, our nationall oath, 


- and that meaſure of light, which God the Fatherof 


our hcarts, without any preoccupation or paſſion, 


light hath granted unto us, andthatinthe lincerityof 
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That it was and is moſt lawfull and necciſary for 
usto ſic ſtill,and continue in keeping this preſeat AL 
ſembly, indited by his Majeſtie, untillafter conclu- 
fioa ofall matters, it be diſſolved by common con- 
ſent of all them?mbers thereof, and that fortrying, 
judging and ceaſuring all th? by-goneevils, and the 
introductours ,and providing a ſolide courſefor the 
continuance of Godstruth in this Land with puritie 
and liberrie,accordingtohis word,our oathand con- 
feſhon of Faith , and rhe lawfull conſtitutions of 


this Kirke, 


fa 
* 


Thatthis Aſſembly is and ſhould be eſteemed and 3+ 


obcycd asa moſt lawfull, full and free generall A{- 
{embly of this Kinzdome. And rhat all acts, {enten- 
ces, conſtitutions, c-nſures, and proceedings of this 
Aſſembly ( whercof the gencralland principall acts 
areto be publiſhcd } are in the (clfe,and ſhould be re- 
puted, obeyed , and obſerved by all the Subjects of 
this Kingdome, and members of this Kirke, as the 
acts, ſentences, conſtitutions, cenſures and proceed- 
ings of a full and free generalt Aſſembly of this Kirk 
of Scotland : And to have all ready execution, under 
the Ecclcſiaſticall paines contained,or to be contain- 
ed therein , and conforme thereto 1a all points, and 
ſuch like, that whoſoever prc-ſumethto utterany un- 
duerifull ſpeach againſt the fame , may be duely cen- 
ſured, and condignely puniſhed, S 
We proteſt thatall and every member of this re- 
formed Kirke, cfoldly and faithfully joyneand con- 
curre intheir ſeveralcallings and ſtations,to advance 
further and aſſiſt the execution and obedience of the 
whole adts of this Aſſembly , by all meanes which 
their abilitic can affoord : as they affeR the advance- 
al G | ment 
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ment of Gods glorie and the work of reformation in 
this Land, 

We proteſt againſt all rhe challengesand aſperſi- 
ons laid upon: us in the ſaid Proclamation, and that 
our whole anſwers arenot only truce inevery point, 
bur likewiſe ſufficiently forceableto deliver us from 
all unjuſt imputations , and to juſtifie the lawfulneſſe 
and neceflitie of our whole proceedings and car- 
riage, which hath becn ſo unreaſonably blamed. Like 
as by theſe-preſents, wee ſummond and. cite all thoſe 
of his Majeſtics Councel , or any other, who have 
procured, conſented, ſubſcribed, or ratified this pre- 
jent Proclamation ,to be reſponſable to his Majeſtie 
and three Eſtates of Parliament, for their counſell 
given-in this matter,fo highly importing hisMajeſty, 
and the whole Realme; conforme to the 12. a Parl. 
2, King Iames 4. And proteſt for remead of lawa- 
gainſt chem and every one of them. ; 

_ Weproteſt that itis and may belawfull unto us ts 
defend and maintainethe Religion, laws and liberties 
of this Kingdome, the Kings authoritie in defence 
thereof, and every one of us another in thatcauſeac- 
cording to our power, vocation,and Covenant, with 
our beſt counſel, bodies, lives, means, and whole 
ſtrengthzagainſtall perſons whomſoever: and againſt 
all externall; and internall invaſions, and that inthe 
obedience and obſervance ofthe acts of this Aſſem- 
bly and nationall mother Kirk. 

Thar whatſoever inconvenients ſhall fall out by 
impeding, moleſting; orſtaying the obſervance and 
obedience due to theacs,ordinances & concluſions 
ofthis Aſſembly,or cxecutionto follow thereupon, 
that the fame benor unpured unto us,orany of.us, in 

| our 


DECEMBER 18, 


our lawfull defence and maintainance thereof, who 


moſt ard:ntly defired the concurrence of his Maje- 
ſtics Commiſſioner to this lawfull Afﬀembly , and 
do yet ſtill with humble vehemencie beg his Maje- 
ſties gracious approbation thereunto, but on the 
contrarethat the Prelares and their adherents, who 
have protcſted,and declinedrhis preſent Aflembly in 
conſcience of their own guiltinefſe, notdaringabide 


to any legall.tryall , and by their mis-information | 


did move theCommiſſoner his Grace,to depart and 
diſchargethis Afſembly,be cſteemed, repute and hol- 
den-{ as they trucly are) the diſturbers of the peace 
and overthrowers of the liberties of the Kirk, and 


guiltic of all the evils which ſhall follow hereupor,; 


andcondingly cenſured according to the greatneſle 
of their faults, andacts of the Kirke and Realme.. 
We proteſt that none hereafter ſubſcribe the Co- 
venant formerly ſubſcribed by the. Commilſsioner 
his Grace in Councel, as they will eſch-w the dan- 
ger ofa contradictorie oath , but that all and every 


one ſubſcribe the Covenant renewed in Februarre - 


laſt. Andthatwith this ſenſe , meaning, and con- 
dition, thatthey ſubſcribetheſame conforme to the 
determination and declaration of this Aſſembly at 
Glaſgow allaterly. 

We proteſt that as we adhere till all former Pro- 
reſtations, & every oneof them made in thename of 
the Noble-men, Barrons, Gentle-men, Miniſters,and 


Commons reſpective for the time ; So we may have. 


his Majeſties royall approbation to this preſent Aſ- 
{embly , whole acts and conſtitutions thereof, and 


all our proceedings and behaviour in this bulinefle, 


which we afſuredly expect from his. Majcſttes jm- 


nred 


[- Y 


PROTESTATTION, 


bred pietie, juſtice, and bountic, notwithſtanding 
the fiaiſtrous, untrue informations, whiſpered in his 
RKoyall Eares in the contrare. 

Upon all which Premiſſes and Proteſtation fore- 
faid ( which is the ſame, wich the former made by us 
at Glaſgow the 29, of Ngvember laſt, but ſo far differ- 
ing as was neceſſary foranſwer to the new additions 
contained in this Proclamation ; and clearing us of 
of the aſperſions wherewith we are charged therein, 
which we mightlawfully doe , having proteſted fyr 
this libertie , in reſpect of our ſurpriſall ) a certaine 
number of all qualities and ranks for themſelves,and 
in name foreſaid;asked iaſtruments. This was done 
in the preſence of a great confluence of pzople upon 
the Mercat Croſle of Edinbarzh the 18, day of De- 
cember. 1 6 3 $. | 


FINIS. 


Reviſed according bo the ordinance of the general 
Afcembly , by me M*. A. Ihonſton Clerk thereto: 
Fainb. 8. of | 
Tak 1639. 


